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Enlighten the eyes of our hearts, O Lord, so we may not only see and receive your mercy but also notice the places in our world where you call us to extend mercy. Amen.

– Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals
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The Search Committee and Vestry are pleased to announce a New
Rector for St. Peter's!!

The Book of Common Prayer beautifully and succinctly states our prayer:

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so
guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our
ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our prayer has been answered. God has blessed us with The Rev. Rebecca
Roberts. She is leaving her position as associate rector at St. Catherine’s Episcopal
Church in Marietta, Georgia to join us. Please read the letter from Rebecca and a
brief bio to provide you with more detail below.

Every person (including search committee and vestry members and their spouses,
our treasurers, and our wonderful staff) who Rebecca met during her discernment
with us, agreed that Rebecca was called to be with us. Thank God that Rebecca
agreed!
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This would not have been possible without the loving guidance of Canon Carrie
Schofield-Broadbent, the faithful service and insights provided by the Search
Committee steadfastly led by Jonathan Fellows, and the prayerful and careful
decisions made by the Vestry to be patient while God worked with us in this gap
between rectors. God is not and was not late. Special thanks for the kind and hard
work of Gretchen, Stan, and Ida as they met candidates and worked to prepare for
candidate visits and for our new Rector. Finally, we are grateful for the kindness,
energy, prayers, spirit, and openness that Rebecca and her husband, Brad, gave to
us during this process and will continue to bring to us. Thank you all!

The Vestry and | are joyful as we think about the future with Rebecca as our next
Rector. Please keep her and Brad in your prayers as they prepare to join us in our
ministry of worship, love, and caring.

Yours in Christ,

Cynthia Maxwell Curtin, Senior Warden
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A message from our new Rector
Dear St. Peter’s,

| am both humbled and overjoyed to be writing you today as your new rector. During
the search process, Jonathan Fellows, Cynthia Curtin, and the rest of the search
committee, vestry, and others who we met shared the faith, spirit, and generosity of
St. Peter’s so well that in many ways | feel as if | already know you. | look forward to
getting to know you even more in the days to come.

Even in the midst of these unsettled times, | believe that the future is ripe with
possibility. Our experiences during the pandemic have helped clarify the things that
are truly important to us as a Church—community, connection, sharing the sacra-
ments. As we enter into this new era of being church together, | firmly believe that
God has remarkable plans for us, and | look forward to walking alongside you all as
we live into what God is calling St. Peter’s to be.
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| extend my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who showed us hospitality during the
search process. Your hard work preparing for our visit, your kind words and candid
conversations, and most of all, the embodiment of God’s love evidenced in your
warmth are all much appreciated. It is truly a blessing to be in your midst.

As a brief introduction, | am married to Brad Roberts, who works for the Episcopal
Church Foundation. Although he is based out of New York City, Brad is able to work
from home. He and | have been married for 27 years. | began my ordained ministry
in 2019, after a career in higher education, primarily in libraries and archives. In my
free time, | enjoy hiking, painting, and reading cozy mysteries.

With great joy, | look forward to being with you—to our caring for one another,
growing in our understanding of our place in God’s unfolding story together, and to
living fully into what it is that God is calling us to be.

God’s Peace to you!
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A Brief Biography of our new Rector

A native of Northwest Georgia, Rebecca has a B.A. in Communications from Berry
College in Rome, GA, an M.A. in Library Science from the University of Alabama,
and an M.A. in Theology from the School of Theology at the University of the South
(Sewanee). She spent the first part of her career working as an academic librarian
and archivist, primarily at Berry College.

In 2006, she and her husband, Brad, joined the Episcopal Church, and after years of
lay leadership, she began sensing a call to ordained ministry. In 2017, Rebecca and
Brad packed up their belongings and moved to a 470 square foot apartment in New
York City, where Rebecca attended the General Theological Seminary. She
graduated from General in 2019 and was ordained to the priesthood in August of
that same year. Since that time, she has been serving at St. Catherine’s Episcopal
Church in Marietta, GA, first as curate and then as associate rector.

A proponent of the contemplative life, she is a certified yoga instructor and spiritual
director with a special interest in contemplative practices and their place in the
Episcopal Church. Rebecca and Brad are animal lovers, and after years of being a
multi-cat household, now only have one cat, Phoebe, who is 8. Brad transitioned
from the banking industry and works for the Episcopal Church Foundation. In her
free time, Rebecca enjoys reading, hiking, and eating Brad’s cooking. She also has a
passion for creative outlets including painting and visual journaling.




image11.png
Greetings from the Senior Warden!

First, thank you all very much for your prayers, love, and support! Prayers are being
answered every day as | continue on the road to recovery!

Second, we are excited that Rebecca and Brad will be on their way to Cazenovia
very soon! The vestry has planned to walk with them together (TWIN) to bring them
into our wonderful community. Below are the details of TWIN. Please let me or any
vestry member or Gretchen know where you would like to volunteer.

Thank you!

TWIN

e Transition from no rector to new rector: Gretchen is working in a binder with
vestry minutes and resolutions from the last year as well as the parish
directory and other information for Rebecca.

e Welcoming Rebecca and Brad: we need a volunteer to line up meals for a
week and help them (as they need/want) with move in. They are expected to
arrive around October 19 with her starting as our Rector on November 1.

o Integrating Rebecca and Brad into St. Peter’s: we need a volunteer to line up
two hostesses per month (perhaps only one in December to continue until
June) to host a dinner for Brad and Rebecca with the hosts having the option
to include/invite others.

e Networking Brad and Rebecca into broader Cazenovia community: we need a
volunteer to pull together a document with local resources—local doctors;
restaurants; places to go; trails to hike; local dentists etc.

This is an exciting time for us, Rebecca and Brad. Continue to pray for them as they
make this move. Praise God for prayers answered.
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According to the Episcopal Church Network for stewardship, “Stewardship is about
being grateful, responsible stewards of the gifts we receive from God. The tradition
of giving back to God and to the church comes from the Biblical practice of
“tithing,” which means to give back a tenth of our earnings to God (Numbers 18:26).
The Episcopal Church sees stewardship as more than simply contributing money to
the church; it’s also about contributing time and talents and volunteering for ministry
and mission. It’s about reaching out to build relationships from a perspective of
abundance instead of scarcity.”

This October, right now, we are filled with excitement and gratitude that we will
welcome Rebecca Roberts as our new rector on October 31! We are thankful, too,
for the generosity of time and talent that members of our Search Committee and
Vestry gave to us all. This October we are also welcoming an end to the covid shut
down. We find ourselves on a new path, an inflection point. We are at a new
beginning!

Right now is the time to pledge “Our personal response to God's generosity in the
way we share our resources of time, talent, and money. Stewardship reflects our
commitment to making God's love known through the realities of human life and our
use of all that God has given us.” What can we do to acknowledge this abundance
that God has provided for us? Its time to figure this out!

*From An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, A User Friendly Reference for Episcopalians
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This Is Us!

The Baldwin Family (left to right: Susan, Betty Ann, Everleigh, Ashleigh, and Eva)
must be our most prolific and active members in our church. From church treasurer
to our Ride for the Rescue cycling team, a Baldwin has always been active. Right
now there are 4 generations of the Baldwin Family involved in St Peters. Last month,
Eva, the family’s newest member, was baptized. What a joy!
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Ministers of the Church - Laity

During this time when our church is without a rector, when, as Cynthia says, “God is
in the gap,” who is our minister? We don’t actually have far to look—the Catechism
notes that “the ministers of the Church are lay persons, bishops, priests, and
deacons” (BCP, p. 855).

“The Priesthood of all Believers” is a fundamental doctrine which affirms that all
baptized Christians share the eternal priesthood of Jesus. Christ's high priesthood is
unique and his atoning sacrifice was offered once for all. The royal priesthood of the
people of God consists in the offering of ourselves repeatedly in daily obedience in
the world (1 Pt 2:5; Rom 12:1). The redemptive work of Christ makes it possible for
the people of God to offer their priestly sacrifice of obedient living (Rv 1:6, 5:10). The
recovery of this doctrine at the Reformation led to the recovering of the ministry of
the laity. The whole church is described by the Catechism as “a royal priesthood”
(BCP, p. 854).
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Concert Series: 2022-2023 Season

“Trailblazing Women at the Piano”

Ida Tili-Trebicka and Tina Toglia entranced us all in St Peter’s first concert,
“Trailblazing Women at the Piano,” in this seasons concert series. Their four hands
on one piano gave us beautiful, lively, and engaging music. This concert was quite
well attended, but be sure to tell your friends that if they need peace or want beauty
to be sure to put the next two concerts on their calendars:

November 13th at 3:00 - guitarist Ken Meyer, and
March 5th at 3:00 - organist Augustine Sobeng
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Worship Committee

Our newly formed Worship Committee consists of Ida, Sandy, Steve, Don, and
Gretchen. They are eagerly awaiting the arrival of Rebecca Roberts, our new rector,
before beginning to design our worship programs. Rebecca’s first Sunday with us
will be All Saints Sunday and soon after that we will have her Celebration of a New
Ministry.

If you have any ideas regarding worship at St. Peter’s, the Worship Committee
members are the people to speak with.
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CazCares

Food
Clothing
Fresh Foods
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The Back to School Supply program finished with many children picking up school
supplies and books. Especially in this time of inflation CC is grateful for all our
donations. Gigi reminds us that cooler weather is approaching and donations of
warm jackets, sweatshirts and snow clothes will be much appreciated. Tooth
care supplies are always welcome as well.

During the month of October St. Peter's collects spaghetti sauce for Caz Cares.
Please put your food and clothing donations in the large basket in the Parish Hall.
Thank you for your generosity!
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The Key Consignment Shop
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Caroline has a busy October planned at The Key. There are new warm clothing and
cozy household items in the shop. The Key will have its own sticker sale and again
participate in the Cazenovia Passport lottery. The Key is a significant and very
successful ministry of St. Peter’s Church.
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Cazenovia
Welcomes
Refugees

a community-based initiative
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A family of six, including four young children, from Afghanistan has moved into their
new home on Lincklaen Street in Cazenovia. They are now our new neighbors and
an important part of our Cazenovia community. Please welcome them! If you have
any questions about the best way to do that, just ask Chris, St. Peter's repre-
sentative to CWR.
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Community Resources for
Independent Seniors
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Chris is a member of the Board of Directors of CRIS, Cazenovia Resources for
Independent Seniors. Chris and CRIS are always looking for new ideas that will
support our senior population.

CRIS-CAT, CRIS’s medical transportation service, is always looking for volunteers.
Medical transportation includes any medical, dental or related appointments. CRIS
CAT is designed to provide local rides. Transportation can be offered to Cazenovia,
Nelson, Fenner, Chittenango, Fayetteville-Manlius, Hamilton, New Woodstock,
Erieville and Syracuse.

The CRIS office is right in our Parish Hall and welcomes visitors.
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God Restores My Soul
The 154th Convention

of the Diocese of Central New York

Friday and Saturday, November 11-12, 2022

Registration is now open for the 154th Diocesan Convention

All Clergy, Delegates, and others: please register by Friday, October 7th
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In-person option this year!
(Second day only, advance registration required)

On Friday, November 11th, everyone will participate online via Zoom.

On Saturday, November 12th, you’ll have the option to participate online via Zoom
OR you may attend in-person at one of four networked regional Gathering Places.
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You must indicate your choice when you register. In-person Gathering Places are:

e Ss. Peter & John Episcopal Church, Auburn
e Christ Episcopal Church, Binghamton
e Zion Episcopal Church, Rome

e Trinity Episcopal Church, Watertown
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